Writing a thesis involves more than just having an idea. In order to develop a thesis, you must first collect preliminary evidence that will point you in the direction of the thesis you will write. Your task is to collect and examine evidence and then draw a conclusion from that evidence. That conclusion will form the basis of your thesis. 

After reading Horace Miner’s “Body Ritual Among the Nacirema,” develop a thesis statement based on textual evidence. Use the questions and graphic organizer below to gather the evidence required to compose a thesis statement that can be supported by the text. 

1. Who or what is the subject of Horace Miner’s article?
2. What is the main idea (what is Miner’s primary message about the subject)?  

3. Identify evidence of possible bias in the article using the graphic organizer below. 
	Quote that suggests bias.
	What is the bias?
	Explain how the quote proves the bias.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. Based on the evidence you have collected, write a thesis statement for the article that would best represent Miner’s ideas. 
